Patrick H. Barrett, IEEE member #40228058
My performance and achievements as an Engineer


Some folks choose to be engineers; for me, there was never any question.  It's been a straight-line all my life, from my earliest childhood.  So this is a review of my career and also my life.

I have military and industrial experience:

My experience prior to becoming an Engineer has made me a better, more effective professional.  As a youth, I was tinkering with electro-mechanical things at an early age, active in the Radio Club in Junior High-School, involved with science in High-School and working in gas stations after school.  My pre-engineering experience includes extensive military training (NORAD: ground communications & computers) and spans most phases of manufacturing, from working on an assembly line to managing an assembly department, field service, technical training and writing.  These positions included supervision of a crew and hiring & firing authority.  I did much of this work while attending night school to obtain my BSEE on the G. I. Bill.

I have worked as an engineer since obtaining my BSEE:

My post-baccalaureate experience includes product definition and design, evaluation, testing, manufacturing, some marketing, work at tradeshows, product introductions, presentations and Customer visits.  I understand teamwork and try to see my products through my Customers' eyes.

I am a Licensed Engineer:

After graduation (BSEE, Portland State University, 1981) I passed the Fundamentals of Engineering test and worked in industry for a number of years.  When I had accumulated sufficient experience (at the BPA, Tektronix and Leupold & Stevens) I  passed the second test and acquired a PE License in Oregon (Electrical practice).  I subsequently obtained registration in the Practice of Control Systems Engineering when it became available in Oregon.  Now I maintain my continuing education and serve as a resource for the State board of licensure (OSBEELS) when required.

I have established a successful Consulting Engineering Business:

Consulting is not a euphemism for "unemployed".  After obtaining my PE License I began offering my services to the Public as a sole-proprietor, under the assumed business name Barrett & Associates Engineering.  I have survived at this endeavor and in 1997 incorporated my business in Oregon as Barrett & Associates, Inc., DBA Barrett & Associates Engineering.  My company has two employees.

I have designed successful Products:

Like many engineers, not all of my projects have reached the market, but some have.  I specialize in electronic hardware and software design.

I have acquired a Patent:

for tire temperature and pressure monitoring equipment.  This recent work involves technology that will be applied to our Nation's intelligent transportation systems (ITS) in the coming years.  See http://www.barrettengineering.com for more information.

I can communicate:

I am literate, a published author and technical writer, and a Dale Carnegie Graduate. In recent years I created and now maintain my company's website.  Others regard my company's advertising literature as a model to emulate.

I provide technical communication with my peers:

I was the Chair of the Student Section of the IEEE in college.  I have presented technical papers at National conferences and often participate in seminars at local tradeshows.

I provide Public Service:

I have served as a Vice President & Webmaster on the Board of the Professional Engineers of Oregon (PEO).  I'm a charter member of the Oregon IEEE Consultants' Network (ORCNET), have served as its Webmaster, and now its Chairman.  This year I am also the Treasurer of Oregon's Service Technician's Society (an SAE entity).  I have participated in the Mathcounts program and often coordinate public meetings for various technical groups.  When Oregon still had manual voting I worked in the Polls during elections.  I am active in my local Neighborhood Council and volunteer as an SAE  Mentor (their AWIM program) to local elementary schools.

Copies of my resumé and additional information about my activities are available on my company's website at http://www.barrettengineering.com.

Thank You for your attention,

Patrick H. Barrett, PE
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